
En
gl

is
h







THE SCUOLA NORMALE



The Scuola Normale Superiore is among the most prestigious universities worldwide. Former 
Normalisti include the Nobel Prize winners Giosuè Carducci, Enrico Fermi and Carlo Rubbia, 
the Fields Medal winner Alessio Figalli, Presidents of the Italian Republic Giovanni Gronchi and 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, and a vast host of scientists, humanists and key exponents of national and 
international cultural, political and civic life.
Founded in 1810 by Napoleon, together with the École Normale Supérieure of Paris, the Normale 
is today an eminent institution of higher education and research. Its students are selected on the 
basis of their talent, their study course is entirely free of charge, and they benefi t from a college 
life that stimulates individual capacities through dialogue and exchange.
The Normale offers specialised courses, foreign language classes and numerous series of 
lectures, seminars and conferences given by scholars from all over the world. The students are 
entitled to board and lodgings within the structures of the Normale and come daily into close 
proximity with researchers and lecturers, in a climate of intense dialogue contributing to their 
high-level education.
Envisioned in an international dimension, the Normale prepares its students to seek educational 
and mobility opportunities also abroad. It cultivates a close network of relations with the most 
prestigious universities worldwide, has set up numerous exchange agreements for study stays 
abroad, and takes part in the ERASMUS+ programme.
.
The Normale is divided into three faculties:

• Faculty of Humanities
• Faculty of Sciences
• Faculty of Political and Social Sciences (sited in Florence; access after the three-year 

degree)

College life



THE UNDERGRADUATE 
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THE DISCIPLINES
The main study disciplines at the Normale are the following:
Faculty of Humanities: classical disciplines (Latin, Greek, Ancient History, Archaeology, 
Palaeography), Italian Studies (Literature, Philology, History of Language, Linguistics), History, 
History of Art, Philosophy;
Faculty of Sciences: Chemistry and Geology, Physics, Mathematics and Computer Science, 
Biological Sciences;
Faculty of Political and Social Sciences (only for the master’s degree).

THE ADMISSION COMPETITION 
Each year in June an admission competition is announced, which involves written and oral 
examinations and which takes place between the end of August and the middle of September. 
The competition is open to young students from all over Italy and worldwide, giving access to the 
fi rst year (for the three-year and master’s degree courses) or to the fourth year (for the master’s 
degree course). The entrance examinations may be taken in Italian or in a foreign language. 
Admission is exclusively on the basis of the results of the admission examinations: neither the 
school leaving mark nor the previous school or university record are taken into consideration.

THE STUDY COURSE 
Successful applicants enrol at the University of Pisa (Faculties of Humanities and Sciences) or 
at the University of Florence (Faculty of Political and Social Sciences), attending the courses 
pertinent to their chosen degree subject. At the same time, they attend the lectures given at 
the Normale (in Pisa or in Florence), which constitute a high-level complementary educational 
pathway, through which the Normalisti study their own subject in more depth and acquire a 
wider interdisciplinary perspective. On termination of their study course, students are awarded 
a degree at the University of Pisa or Florence and the Diploma issued by the Normale (legally 
recognised and equivalent, at the end of the fi fth year, to a second-level university master’s 
degree).

HIGH-LEVEL EDUCATION 
The strong point of the educational model of the Normale is the constant interweaving of 
teaching and research. Students learn early on to carry out research and to develop an original 
and innovative way of thinking. College life is an integral part of their intellectual development 
and enables them to benefi t from dialogue with older fellow students, and with researchers and 
lecturers. The Normale also promotes and encourages study and research experiences at other 
universities, in Italy and abroad, through the activation of numerous exchange agreements and 
its participation in the ERASMUS+ programme.

NO COST
Students are given free board and lodging. The Scuola Normale also reimburses their 
university enrolment taxes and awards each student a monthly allowance.

Undergraduate admission competition
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THE COURSES
The Normale offers the following PhD courses:

• Faculty of Humanities (Pisa): Classics, Italian Studies and Modern Philology, History, 
History of Art, Philosophy;

• Faculty of Sciences (Pisa): Physics, Mathematics, Computational Methods and 
Mathematical Models for the Sciences and Finance, Methods and Models for the 
Molecular Sciences, Nanosciences, Neurosciences;

• Faculty of Political and Social Sciences (Florence): Political Science and Sociology, 
Transnational governance.

THE SELECTION
The admission competition consists of a selection on the basis of qualifi cations and interview, 
and an assessment of the research project submitted by the candidate; it is open to graduates 
from all over the world. Each year, around 70 places are available altogether for the three faculties, 
and an average of 30% of those admitted come from abroad. The oral examination may be taken 
in Italian or in another language; online examinations are permitted. The PhD thesis may be 
written in Italian, English, French, German or Spanish. In addition to the scholarship, the PhD 
students are guaranteed further funds for the carrying out of their research activity, in Italy or 
abroad.

THE RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT
The PhD courses of the Normale are structured along the lines of a true PhD School: PhD 
students live in a community environment enabling a continuous dialogue with fellow students, 
researchers and lecturers, with access to highly specialised courses, lectures and conferences, 
an internationally scientifi c environment thanks to the various provenance of the PhD students, 
and the intense relationships that the Normale enjoys with the best universities and the most 
prestigious research centres in Italy and abroad.

National doctorates and PhDs  
activated at other university 

institutions

PhD course admission 
competition
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Research

The Normale has a long and well-established tradition of high-level research, whether carried out 
individually by researchers and lecturers or organised and structured in research laboratories, 
centres and groups, in which lecturers, researchers and students work together as a team on 
specifi c projects, often in collaboration with organisations and institutions, both national and 
international. 
The faculties of Humanities and Sciences have within their walls laboratories and centres 
equipped with the most advanced technical tools operated by specialised personnel: the History 
of Art Laboratory, DocStAr (Laboratorio di Documentazione Storico-Artistica), the Laboratory of 
Ancient History and Archaeology, SAET (Storia, Archeologia, Epigrafi a, Tradizione dell’antico),
the Biology Laboratory BIO@sns, the Nanosciences Laboratory, NEST (National Enterprise for 
nanoScience e nanoTechnology), and the Ennio De Giorgi Centre of Mathematical Research.
The Carlo Azeglio Ciampi Institute of Advanced Studies promotes research projects of an 
interdisciplinary nature involving all three faculties. 
The Normale also participates in the international university consortiums EELISA (European 
Engineering Learning Innovation & Science Alliance) and TraPoCo (Transnational Political 
Contention in Europe). 



THE STRUCTURES
AND SERVICES



The Normale provides its community with highly qualifi ed structures and services. 
The Library houses over a million volumes, in part bequeathed by prominent scholars, and 
possesses one of the largest open-shelf book collections in the world. 
The Archives Centre hosts documents relating to the history of the Normale, collections of 
eminent scholars and the precious historical archives of the Salviati family. 
The Edizioni della Normale, one of the main academic publishing centres, publishes two 
international journals: the Annals of the Faculty of Sciences and those of the Faculty of 
Humanities.
To these structures, who support teaching and research activities with their qualifi ed personnel, 
are added the services offered to students to assist them in the best way possible along their 
educational pathway: these include the Student Offi ce and the Teaching Activities Service, 
internationalisation, psychological consultation and support for the disabled.
The Normale also provides placement services, which take care of curricular internships and 
provide support to the students’ careers, introducing them to the world of institutions and 
businesses, thus encouraging reciprocal awareness and creating work opportunities. Indeed, 
the Normale does not prepare its students solely for research and a university career, but 
guarantees a high-level education opening the way for professional opportunities in numerous 
sectors of society.



CULTURAL INITIATIVES



The Normale offers a wide programme of cultural initiatives open to the public, ranging among 
the most diverse fi elds of knowledge, with the aim of revealing to society not only the academic 
world but also the knowledge developed through research. Many of these initiatives are proposed 
and carried out by the students. The most important cultural activities include the Venerdì della 
Normale (public conferences held by personalities from the world of culture, the sciences and 
Italian civic life), the Concerti della Normale (in collaboration with the Fondazione Teatro di 
Pisa), the Letture della Normale (collective readings of literary masterpieces organised by the 
students), the Forum studentesco (public meetings on varying topics), and the initiatives of the 
Student Theatre Group.
Since the 1960s, the Normale has organised university orientation courses for students of the 
penultimate year of high school, who are invited to take part in intensive study stays, during which 
they have the opportunity to attend lectures by exponents of a wide range of disciplinary and 
professional fi elds, in order for them to be able to make the right choices regarding their future 
university studies. 2017 saw the inauguration of the Scuola di orientamento universitario, 
arising from an agreement between the Normale, the Scuola Sant’Anna of Pisa and the IUSS of 
Pavia; 2020 witnessed the launching of La Normale a Scuola, which during the pandemic offered 
live and interactive online lectures to thousands of students from all over Italy. This commitment 
of the Normale towards these young students is articulated and continually growing; it has 
recently been extended to the middle schools, with particular attention being paid to gender 
issues, with the aim of arousing interest in young women students in the scientifi c subjects: 
the ISPIRA project, created in 2021 thanks to the efforts of a group of women students of the 
Faculty of Sciences, has succeeded in reaching almost a thousand students of the second and 
third middle school years. The students of the Normale are becoming more and more actively 
involved in the orientation initiatives, in the context of which they learn to share their experiences 
and knowledge and to see for themselves the value of commitment to society.

All the events
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www.sns.it

allaenne.sns.it

facebook.com/scuolanormale 

instagram.com/scuolanormale 

twitter.com/scuolanormale

linkedin.com/scuolanormalesuperiore

To contact the SNS tutors and to obtain detailed 
information on how to prepare for the admission 
exam for the undergraduate course:
allanormaleanchetu@sns.it

To fi nd out about the orientation and presentation 
activities of the Scuola Normale:
orientamento@sns.it

To obtain information about the call for the 
undergraduate course:
concorso.ammissione@sns.it






